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Glossary of Acronyms

ALARP As Low As Reasonably Practicable

DCO Development Consent Order

dML deemed Marine Licence

DWR Deep Water Route

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment

MCA Maritime and Coastguard Agency

MGN Marine Guidance Note

NFOW North Falls Offshore Wind Farm Limited

NIP Navigation and Installation Plan

NRA Navigational Risk Assessment

PEIR Preliminary Environmental Information Report

SEZ Structure Exclusion Zone

SoCG Statement of Common Ground

Glossary of Terminology

Navigational Risk 
Assessment (NRA)

A document which assesses the hazards to shipping and navigation of a proposed 
Offshore Renewable Energy Installation (OREI) based upon the FSA.

Offshore cable corridor The corridor of seabed from array area to the landfall within which the offshore 
export cables will be located.

Offshore export cables The cables which bring electricity from the offshore substation platform(s) to the 
landfall, as well as auxiliary cables. 

The Applicant North Falls Offshore Wind Farm Limited (NFOW).

The Project or
‘North Falls’

North Falls Offshore Wind Farm, including all onshore and offshore infrastructure.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Background

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by North Falls 
Offshore Wind Limited (NFOW) (the Applicant) and Port of Tilbury. It identifies 
areas of North Falls Offshore Wind Farm (hereafter ‘the Project’ or ‘North Falls’)
where matters are agreed, not agreed or that remain under discussion between 
the parties. 
The Applicant has had regard to the Planning Inspectorate (2024) guidance 
regarding Statements of Common/Uncommon Ground for Hearings and 
Inquiries when compiling the SoCG. 
This SoCG has been structured to reflect topics of the application which are of 
interest to Port of Tilbury. The applicable matters considered within the SoCG 
apply to Port of Tilbury statutory and non-statutory remit. 
Table 1.1 presents the topics included in the SoCG with the Applicant and Port 
of Tilbury.

Table 1.1 Topics and Relevant Documents included in the SoCG
Topic/Chapter DCO Document 

Reference

Environmental Statement (ES) Chapter 15 Shipping and Navigation APP-029

ES Chapter 15 Shipping and Navigation Figures APP-060

ES Appendix 15.1 Navigation Risk Assessment Parts 1 - 3 APP-106; APP-107; 
APP-108

Draft Development Consent Order (DCO) REP7-007/-008

Deep Water Route Cable Installation Areas (Future Dredging Depths) Plan REP6-055

Outline Cable Specification and Installation Plan REP7-039/-40

Topic specific matters agreed, not agreed, and matters that remain under 
discussion between the Applicant and Port of Tilbury are included within this 
SoCG. Matters that are not yet agreed will be the subject of ongoing discussion 
between the Applicant and Port of Tilbury to reach agreement on each matter 
whatever possible or refine the extent of disagreement between parties. 

1.2 Summary of Agreed, Not Agreed and In Discussion

In order to easily identify whether a matter is ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’, or ‘in 
discussion’ the position status colour coding system set out in Table 1.2 is used 
in the SoCG. 
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Details of specific topics that are ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’, or ‘in discussion’ 
between the Applicant and Port of Tilbury are presented in Table 2.1. 

Table 1.2 Position status key
Position Status Position Colour Coding

Agreed. 
The matter is considered to be agreed between the 
parties. 

Agreed

Not Agreed- no material impact
The matter is not yet agreed between the parties however 
the outcome of the approach taken by either the Applicant 
and Port of Tilbury is not considered to result in a material 
impact to the assessment conclusions and the matter is 
considered to be closed for the purposes of this SoCG. 
Discussion on these matters have concluded. 

Not Agreed- no material impact

Not Agreed- material impact
The matter is not agreed between the parties and the 
outcome of the approach taken by either the Applicant and 
Port of Tilbury is considered to result in a materially 
different impact to the assessment conclusions. 
Discussions on these matters have concluded. 

Not Agreed- material impact

In discussion 
The matter is neither ‘agreed’ nor ‘not agreed’ and is a 
matter where further discussion is required between the 
parties (e.g. where the documents are yet to be shared 
with Port of Tilbury.

In discussion 

2. Statement of Common Ground 

The matters agreed or not agreed between the Applicant and Tilbury are set out 
below for each of the SoCG topic areas. 



Pa
ge

 7
of

 1
1

2.
1

Sh
ip

pi
ng

 a
nd

 N
av

ig
at

io
n

Ta
bl

e 
2.

1
To

pi
cs

 a
gr

ee
d,

 in
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n 
or

 n
ot

 a
gr

ee
d 

in
 re

la
tio

n 
to

 S
hi

pp
in

g 
an

d 
N

av
ig

at
io

n
ID

Th
e 

A
pp

lic
an

t P
os

iti
on

Po
rt

 o
f T

ilb
ur

y
Po

si
tio

n
Po

si
tio

n 
Su

m
m

ar
y 

1
C

ab
le

 B
ur

ia
l D

ep
th

Th
e 

Ap
pl

ic
an

t r
ec

og
ni

se
s 

th
e 

im
po

rta
nc

e 
of

 
m

ai
nt

ai
ni

ng
 v

es
se

l a
cc

es
s 

to
 k

ey
 lo

ca
l p

or
ts

 v
ia

 th
e 

D
W

 ro
ut

es
 in

 th
e 

ar
ea

, t
og

et
he

r w
ith

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 
ca

bl
e 

bu
ria

l a
nd

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

po
te

nt
ia

l f
or

 
in

cr
ea

se
s 

in
 v

es
se

l d
ra

ug
ht

 in
 th

e 
fu

tu
re

. T
he

 
Ap

pl
ic

an
t h

as
 th

er
ef

or
e 

co
m

m
itt

ed
 to

 a
re

as
 o

f 
de

ep
er

 b
ur

ia
l s

ec
ur

ed
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
D

C
O

. I
n 

su
m

m
ar

y: Th
e 

ca
bl

es
 w

ill 
no

t p
re

cl
ud

e 
or

 im
pe

de
 

dr
ed

gi
ng

 to
 2

2m
 in

 th
e 

Su
nk

 A
, T

rin
ity

, a
nd

 
Su

nk
 P

ilo
ta

ge
 A

re
a 

zo
ne

s 
sh

ow
n 

in
 [R

EP
6-

05
5]

.
Th

e 
ca

bl
es

 w
ill 

no
t p

re
cl

ud
e 

or
 im

pe
de

 
dr

ed
gi

ng
 to

 1
9m

 in
 th

e 
Su

nk
 B

 z
on

e 
sh

ow
n 

in
 [R

EP
6-

05
5]

.

Th
is

 a
lig

ns
 w

ith
 w

ha
t h

as
 b

ee
n 

re
qu

es
te

d 
by

 th
e 

PL
A.

In
 re

sp
ec

t o
f ‘

re
m

ed
ia

tio
n’

 th
e 

Ap
pl

ic
an

t’s
 p

os
iti

on
 is

 
th

at
, a

s 
R

eq
ui

re
m

en
t 2

(3
) o

f t
he

 d
D

C
O

 re
qu

ire
s 

th
at

 
th

e 
ca

bl
e 

is
 b

ur
ie

d 
at

 d
ep

th
 s

o 
as

 to
 n

ot
 im

pe
de

 o
r 

pr
ec

lu
de

 d
re

dg
in

g 
in

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
 d

at
es

 to
 a

gr
ee

d 
le

ve
ls

 in
 th

e 
D

W
 a

re
as

 a
nd

 s
un

k 
pi

lo
ta

ge
 a

re
a 

(th
e 

‘A
re

as
 o

f I
nt

er
es

t’)
.

Th
e 

Po
rt 

of
 T

ilb
ur

y 
is

 a
lig

ne
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

Po
rt 

of
 L

on
do

n 
Au

th
or

ity
 th

at
 2

2m
 is

 a
n 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 d

ep
th

.

C
ab

le
 in

st
al

la
tio

n 
an

d 
m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 d

ep
th

s 
at

 th
e 

Su
nk

 a
nd

 T
rin

ity
 D

W
R

s 
ar

e 
cr

iti
ca

l 
an

d 
m

us
t s

af
eg

ua
rd

 fu
tu

re
 d

ep
th

s 
of

 2
2m

 
be

lo
w

 C
ha

rt 
D

at
um

.

R
em

ed
ia

tio
n 

is
 re

qu
ire

d
if 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
in

st
al

la
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

ca
bl

es
 o

r f
ol

lo
w

in
g 

in
sp

ec
tio

n 
it 

is
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

th
at

 th
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 re
ga

rd
in

g 
ca

bl
e 

bu
ria

l a
re

 n
ot

 
be

in
g 

ac
hi

ev
ed

 th
en

 th
e 

un
de

rta
ke

r m
us

t 
ca

rry
 o

ut
 re

m
ed

ia
tio

n

In
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n 



Pa
ge

 8
of

 1
1

ID
Th

e 
A

pp
lic

an
t P

os
iti

on
Po

rt
 o

f T
ilb

ur
y

Po
si

tio
n

Po
si

tio
n 

Su
m

m
ar

y 
A 

fa
ilu

re
 to

 a
dh

er
e 

to
 s

uc
h 

w
ou

ld
 re

qu
ire

 
re

m
ed

ia
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

ca
bl

e 
w

or
ks

 to
 n

ot
 b

e 
in

 b
re

ac
h 

of
 th

e 
lic

en
ce

 o
r t

he
 D

C
O

 c
om

m
itt

in
g 

a 
cr

im
in

al
 

of
fe

nc
e.

 T
hi

s 
m

ea
ns

 re
m

ed
ia

tio
n 

w
or

ks
 

ar
e 

in
he

re
nt

 to
 th

e 
D

C
O

/D
M

L.
  

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
n 

w
ith

 IP
s 

is
 c

ov
er

ed
 in

 th
e 

oN
IP

, t
o 

en
su

re
 a

ll 
pa

rti
es

 a
re

 a
lig

ne
d 

w
ith

 w
he

n 
th

e 
re

m
ed

ia
tio

n 
is

 to
 b

e 
un

de
rta

ke
n.

 
2

Pr
ot

ec
tiv

e 
Pr

ov
is

io
ns

As
 o

ut
lin

ed
 in

 th
e 

Ap
pl

ic
an

t’s
 R

es
po

ns
e 

to
 th

e 
Po

rts
’ R

eq
ue

st
 fo

r P
ro

te
ct

iv
e 

Pr
ov

is
io

ns
 s

ub
m

itt
ed

 
at

 D
ea

dl
in

e 
4 

[R
EP

4-
04

4]
, t

he
 A

pp
lic

an
t d

oe
s 

no
t 

co
ns

id
er

 th
at

 P
ro

te
ct

iv
e 

Pr
ov

is
io

ns
 a

re
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

.

Th
e 

Po
rt 

of
 T

ilb
ur

y 
is

co
ns

id
er

in
g 

its
 

po
si

tio
n 

at
 th

is
 s

ta
ge

.

To
 d

at
e 

no
 d

is
cu

ss
io

ns
 h

av
e 

be
en

 h
ad

 w
ith

 
th

e 
PL

A 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

pr
ot

ec
tiv

e 
pr

ov
is

io
ns

.
Fo

llo
w

in
g 

co
ns

ul
ta

tio
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

PL
A 

an
d 

PO
TL

L 
th

es
e 

ar
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 a

nd
 re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r t
he

 N
or

th
 fa

lls
 p

ro
je

ct
. 

N
ot

 A
gr

ee
d-

m
at

er
ia

l i
m

pa
ct



3. Signatures

The above SoCG is agreed between the Applicant and Port of Tilbury on the 
day specified below. 

Signed:___________________________________________________

Print Name:___ _______________________ 

Job Title:___ ____________________ 

Date:_____________________________________________________

Duly authorised for and on behalf of the Port of Tilbury

Signed:_____ ________________________________

Print Name:_ _____________________________ 

Job Title:_____ ____________________________ 

Date:____ ________________________________________ 

Duly authorised for and on behalf of North Falls Offshore Wind Farm Ltd
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4. References 

Planning Inspectorate (2024) Statements of Common/Uncommon Ground for Hearings and 
Inquiries. Available at: Statements of Common/Uncommon Ground for Hearings and Inquiries -
GOV.UK
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HARNESSING THE POWER OF NORTH SEA WIND

North Falls Offshore Wind Farm Limited

A joint venture company owned equally by SSE Renewables and RWE.

To contact please email contact@northfallsoffshore.com

© 2024 All Rights Reserved




